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Minutes, Conference Business Meeting
April 14, 2012; Nashville State Community College, Nashville
The business meeting followed a program of informational speakers and discussion on the topic of Contingent Faculty Caucus and Concerns, led by Prof. Andrew Smith, Tennessee Technological University (Conference Vice President for Public Universities). Prof. Flora Setayesh, Nashville State Community College, spoke about her experience as a member of the Tennessee Board of Regents task force on adjunct faculty and Prof. Warren Tormey, Middle Tennessee State University, explained his long career as a “temporary” member of the English faculty at MTSU and a proposal he has made to improve the situation of “permatemps” in his department. Following this caucus discussion, Dr. Rich Rhoda, AAUP member and executive director of the Tennessee Higher Education Commission, gave those present an update on higher education issues, including the Complete College Tennessee Act and financial matters for the coming fiscal year.
Following lunch, Conference President Coley McGinnis convened a business meeting. Members were present from the following institutions: Nashville State Community College, Middle Tennessee State University, Tennessee State University, Tennessee Higher Education Commission, Tennessee Technological University, University of Tennessee-Knoxville, and LeMoyne-Owen College.

I. The conference meeting minutes from November 2011 were read. Dora Estes moved to approve them; Pippa Holloway seconded. Members voted unanimously to approve the minutes. Conference Secretary Jim Williams read the names of 59 members who were receiving certificates of appreciation for membership in the AAUP for at least 25 years, in five-year increments. Those present received their certificates, and the others were mailed to those not in attendance.

II. President McGinnis as government relations officer gave a legislation update. Bills likely to pass the Tennessee General Assembly this spring will likely make the THEC director appointed by the governor instead of the members of THEC itself. McGinnis speculated that as a result of this legislation, Rich Rhoda would likely be out of a job, and he therefore expressed concern about this change from the standpoint of the further politicization of higher education.
III. Conference Treasurer Pippa Holloway reported a balance of $41,905.39 in the conference checking and savings accounts. Judith Rusciolelli moved to approve the financial report. Seconded and approved by the membership.

IV. President McGinnis updated the members present on the situation at Christian Brothers University. He has sent a letter to the administration but has received no response, as has been the case with the letter regarding janitorial services at Tennessee Tech.

V. A discussion followed about where to hold the fall meeting. Andy Smith suggested Sewanee; Coley will enquire. Alternate sites: TSU, APSU. Jim Williams floated the idea of regional events in East and West Tennessee between conference meetings so that members in those regions do not feel shut off from the state conference.

VI. There followed a long discussion of contingent faculty issues based on morning presentations. Andy Smith has gathered volunteers to convene a work group to develop during the summer a set of best practices for higher education institutions to follow regarding contingent (part time and full time temporary) faculty appointments.

VII. David Lee moved to present the Philander Claxton Award to Rich Rhoda. Andy Smith seconded the motion. Membership approved the motion without dissent.

VIII. The assembled members then expressed their thanks to Flora Setayesh for organizing and hosting the meeting and to her daughter for her help, too.

The business meeting adjourned at 2:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Williams
Conference Secretary

Addendum:

Officers duly elected by the membership in March 2012 to serve as conference officers from July 2012 to June 2014:

PRESIDENT: Coley McGinnis, Tennessee State University (retired)

VICE PRESIDENT FOR PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS: Josie McQuail, Tennessee Technological University

VICE PRESIDENT FOR PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS: Femi Ajanaku, Lemoyne-Owen College

VICE PRESIDENT FOR COMMUNITY COLLEGES: Scott McMillan, Volunteer State Community College

TREASURER: Pippa Holloway, Middle Tennessee State University

SECRETARY: Jim Williams, Middle Tennessee State University
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